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WOODLAND  Essex Stragglers support the Woodland Trust and its objectives
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Easter! and our membership continues to iIncrease!

For an inactive club, this iIs astounding. Two more members give us
almost another 30% growth Rate this month (although we only total
9 now, 1t"s only two down on last year®s total).



So, welcome back to Barry James, who deserves a medal for sheer
persistence, and must be one of Britain®s most isolated orienteers
- Felixtowe seems an awful long way away, even from here (mid-
Essex; and welcome too, to "new-boy" Martin Stephens (of
Chingford) who has already created club History - by becoming our
first "Veteran Man,”™ on top of this he"s probably competed more
than any of us already this season.

What with Mike Down®"s parents, my wife and Keith Marshall®s sister
all successfully taking the plunge for the first time at the Happy
Herts Epping Forest Event, maybe there are a few other new members
in the offing too(?) - ('Hint - hint.™)

This event went off very well In fact, with another sunny day
blessing a rare Essex fTixture. Without the results sheets to hand
yet, 1 only noticed all the above mentioned people (with the
exception of Barry James, but) as well as Barry Failers, who
despite his long spell of inactivity did quite well on the long
course.

Mike Down, surprisingly, did not have an exceptional day in his
"own backyard,' but then both he and Barry had difficulty with the
most criticised control, "At the head of the re-entrant,' which
was not really at the head at all, but well and truly in (Pundit,
Chris Brasher, confirmed this error in description).

As Controller, I was very pleasantly surprised to hear more than
one experienced competitor say that despite the aforementioned
error, they had enjoyed the long course (as | had held some
reservations about it). I was sure that the Novice"s Short Course
was a good one, but felt that far too many tracks led from one
control to another, to spoil any sort of challenge on the medium
course (My fault, for noticing this too late).

Finally, despite our club®s outstanding record of inactivity, |
was nevertheless disappointed at not seeing a few more familiar
faces there.

This Sunday, "Jan Kjellstrom” Week-end for the expert orienteers,
I*m involved with yet another competition in almost the same area
as last week, and its rumoured that there MAY BE over 500 scouts

competing!

Good Straggling!
Ron Russell (19, The Limes, Ingatestone)
p-s. The First paid-up members will find their new-style

membership card enclosed (others to follow). Un-paid-up types can
expect to hear no more, unless you fork out to cover the postage.
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